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ROAD TRAFFIC LEGISLATION AMENDMENT (INFORMATION) BILL 2010 
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Resumed from 23 March. 

MRS M.H. ROBERTS (Midland) [12.21 pm]: This relatively straightforward legislation obviously has a 
number of objectives. Members have been provided with a pretty clear second reading speech and explanatory 
memoranda, and have been briefed on the bill. The Road Traffic Legislation Amendment (Information) Bill 
2010 clarifies and strengthens the provisions of the Road Traffic Act relating to the protection of licensing 
information. It also enables driver’s licence photographs held by the Director General of Transport to be 
accessed by WA Police and also by ASIO—the Australian Security Intelligence Organisation—and other 
Australian law enforcement agencies on a prescribed basis with the approval of the Commissioner of Police. It 
also introduces the requirement for learner’s permits to incorporate a person’s photograph and signature, which 
is something that I think will be very worthwhile. I say that from my recent experience of two daughters going 
through the process of — 

Mr T.R. Buswell: It is horrific! My son has just got his L-plates. 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Is he letting you teach him to drive? 

Mr T.R. Buswell: Absolutely! 

Mrs M.H. ROBERTS: Although the provision of identification is not a primary purpose of a learner’s permit or 
a driver’s licence, young people often use it as proof of age. Indeed, everyone needs to have some form of ID 
these days. Although there is a separate proof-of-age card, there are some issues with that. However, be it a bank 
or a hotel, a variety of different venues and places require identity and often driver’s licences are sought. A 
learner’s permit is certainly not suitable as a proof of identity because it contains neither a photograph nor a 
signature. This is an appropriate step, because a learner’s permit is, essentially, the first stage of the licensing 
process. 

The final key objective of the bill is to empower the Director General of Transport to disclose the photograph of 
a deceased person to an executor or administrator of the person’s estate. This would again appear to be picking 
up a little anomaly. Many people would probably imagine that such a photograph would be made available to 
families in certain circumstances, but apparently that has not been the case—until now. This matter has been the 
subject of some debate in the upper house, and some very good amendments were moved by Hon Ken Travers 
and he has improved the bill by pursuing those amendments. I have also listed on the notice paper an amendment 
that Hon Ken Travers moved in the upper house. Generally, this appears to be very straightforward and sensible 
legislation that is largely non-controversial, and the opposition will be supporting the bill. 

MR T.R. BUSWELL (Vasse — Minister for Transport) [12.25 pm] — in reply: I thank the member for 
Midland for her supportive comments. I have read the amendment standing in her name on the notice paper and 
understand its impact. We will discuss that at the appropriate time; that is, when the member moves the 
amendment. I am however of the view that the government will not support her amendment. The member for 
Midland has pointed out that the Road Traffic Legislation Amendment (Information) Bill makes a range of 
improvements; predominantly in and around learner drivers, and the provision of a range of driver information 
and the like. It is, in the government’s view, sensible legislation. 

I also have some interesting data about why it is important for the police to have access to, in particular, 
photographic information that I will share with the house. When advised of that information, I was quite 
astounded at the extent to which people engage in the fraudulent use of either their driver’s licence or other 
people’s drivers’ licences. When members hear that data, they will understand why this identifying information 
is incredibly important to WA Police. 

Mrs M.H. Roberts: You may recall that I was the Minister for Police for some years and I have a pretty good 
idea why that information is important. 

Mr T.R. BUSWELL: Yes; I know. I just wanted to put that on the record. 

Despite all that, the government looks forward to passing this bill. 

Question put and passed. 

Bill read a second time.  
 


